In disregard of the great law that we should "not judge by appearances but judge righteously" (which is a fundamental one in all scientific investigations, ) perhaps there is no subject on which there is more dogmatic assertion, with less knowledge of the facts, than on the conditions and comparative value of the teeth. And these assertions have become incorporated into our text books, and pass current,when they are in most cases merely the result ofignorance, prejudice, and misrepresentations for a settled purpose. As I have had opportunities for observing the teeth of Americans in different parts of the Union, and the teeth of people from different parts of Europe, as well as some of the wooly-haired Africans, I will record my observations and conclusions, and hope that others will follow with their experience until this matter is settled on a solid basis.
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It is a favorite way in Europe of accounting for the superiority of American dentistry by assuming that dentists are more needed in America than elsewhere, owing to the more rapid decay of the teeth. When we get to understand the meaning of this assumption, we find it to be only a part and parcel of a great system. It is taking for granted by European who will take the trouble to make careful observations will, I think, come to any other conclusion than that, on the whole, the teeth of the Americans, for strength, fineness of structure, and vitality, are decidedly superior to those of any other people. And conservative dentistry flourishes in that country, not because the teeth are unusually bad and need more than usual attention, but from the very opposite reason. It is because the teeth of the Amer-
